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Newsletter of the Big Bend Amateur Radio Club, AD5BB 
       September, 2013                                                   Alpine, Texas 
 

 

BALLOON BASH SUCCESS 

 
Labor Day Weekend is the time for the annual Big Balloon Bash, 

a hot air balloon activity.  This year was one of the best ever, 

with all balloons able to fly all three days.  Beautiful weather and 

light wind made for fantastic views and excitement.  

 

Sunday night the Fire Concert was held at Alpine Casparis 

Airport.  Admission was free, but the BBARC was allowed to 

put a can for donations at the entrance to the event.  We also had 

a concession stand open this year.  Both of these were also 

successful.  The proceeds we earned were as follows: 

 

 Contributions  $228.00 

 Snack bar net income   195.00 

  

 Total   $423.00 

 

This makes this one of the largest single fund raisers we have, 

especially since we no longer cook hamburgers for July 4. 

 

Participating in the activity this year were:  AE5B, K5RLA, 

KA5PVB, KB5R, KE5KNQ, KE5OG, KM5VM, N5DO, 

N5JOE, NF5FF, W5ATO, W5DWI, W5JUW, W5NPR, 

WA5MHO, and WA5ROE.  Special thanks go to John and Carla 

Dyer (AE5B and K5RLA) for making the long trip from Abilene 

to help us all weekend long! 

 

 

LAST MEETING HIGHLIGHTS  
  

If you missed the last BBARC club meeting on Tuesday, August 

13 when we had a private tour of the Hobby-Eberly Telescope 

(HET) at McDonald Observatory you missed a special treat.  If 

you didn’t know about it, check your email and read your 

monthly BBARC BARK Newsletter! 

 

One of the most impressive things was the physics lesson on the 

power of a small amount of compressed air in lifting huge 

weights.  Another highlight was seeing the “command center” 

where the astronomer in charge and the telescope operator 

control the whole operation.   

 

It was also an impressive sight to see four members of the 

BBARC who hold integral jobs in the facility.  All four were 

present and added to our enjoyment immensely.  Jim Fowler, 

KD5KBU, the computer group manager for the HET, led the 

tour.  He was ably assisted by Randy Bryant, K5WWR, a 

member of the HETDEX Project Staff, Vicky Riley, KM5V, a 

telescope operator, and her husband, Mike Ward, NW5M, a 

software engineer.  Thanks to all of you for an outstanding job! 

 

 

BIG BEND EMERGENCY NET CELEBRATES 

ANNIVERSARY 

The Big Bend Emergency Net (BBEN) is celebrating the 

completion of 36 years of continuous operation on Sunday, 

September 15.  The BBEN meets each Sunday at 8:30 a.m. 

Central Time (either Central Standard Time or Central Daylight 

Time, depending on the time of year) on 3922 kHz. 

In the fall of 1976, after the annual Terlingua Chili Cookoff, a 

young lady was missing.  The Texas Department of Public Safety 

coordinated a search for her, but unfortunately they had no 

communication with the outside world.  The one telephone line 

was down and there were no law enforcement repeaters that 

covered the south Brewster County area. 

Enter ham radio.  Jake Sibley, WB5HQV (later KP2S and now a 

Silent Key), drove his mobile hf vehicle to Terlingua and relayed 

messages from the search headquarters to the QTH of Bob Ward, 

WA5ROE, in Alpine.  Using a phone patch (remember those?) 

Bob connected the search headquarters to the DPS Office in 

Midland.  After 10 days or so the search was called off 

(unsuccessfully) and the impromptu communications link was 

closed. 

This vividly reinforced the fact that we live a remote area of 

Texas that has some communication gaps.  The following fall the 

Big Bend Emergency Net was established to have a ready group 

of amateurs who could assist in the event of an emergency in the 

Big Bend – Trans Pecos region of Texas.  

The first net was September 18, 1977 with WA5ROE as net 

control and check-ins from N5DO, WB5SFA (now NV5S), and 

WA5QZT (SK).  Net membership grew and by December 25, 

1977 there were 19 members: 

WA5ROE 

N5DO 

WB5SFA (NV5S) 

W3QKC (SK) 

WB5HQV (SK) 

WB5JFG 

WB5BBH (?) 

WB5ARJ 

President 

Bob Newman, W5RHN 

Vice President 

Rusty Herman, KB5R 

Secretary 

Chuck Dobbins, KA5PVB 

Treasurer 

Angie Otoupal, N5MVV 
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WB5FWR (SK) 

WB5BKM (?) 

WB5BBT (SK) 

WA5JYY (SK) 

WA5QZT (SK) 

WB5CDD (SK) 

WA5QRP (?) 

N5SR 

WB5RJC (?) 

W5DKD (SK) 

W5VDS 

You may notice an alarming number of SKs (Silent Keys) on this 

list.  It is even more alarming because all the calls with (?) are 

calls that are no longer listed in QRZ.com.  They could have 

changed callsigns, or quit ham radio, or (unfortunately, most 

likely) also be Silent Keys. 

The net was activated after the Saragosa tornado on May 22, 

1987 which resulted in a considerable loss of life.  For 24 hours it 

was the only communications into and out of Saragosa. 

On April 14, 1995 the second largest earthquake ever reported in 

Texas occurred near Marathon, Texas (but it is called the Alpine 

Earthquake) with a Richter Scale reading of 5.7.  Fortunately 

there was minimal damage with no injuries.  The BBEN was 

activated as a result of widespread reporting of the earthquake on 

TV.  The local news in Odessa had a report from “Cactus Jack” a 

supposed “ham radio operator” who reported that he had talked 

to hams in Alpine and there was extensive damage with broken 

gas pipes sending flames 50 feet up in the air.  Those of us in 

Alpine had a good laugh, and finally, about five hours after the 

earthquake, turned on our hf radios to 3922 and found the whole 

net there – waiting for a report from Alpine. 

A good lesson was pounded into our brains – a communications 

emergency can be set off by anything that causes widespread 

concern with an associated rush to telephone the affected area.  

Next time something like this occurs we will be on 3922! 

Unfortunately there is still a need for the BBEN.  Even in this 

age of cell phones, Internet, and Satellite phones, the truth is that 

in an emergency any or all of these can fail (plus, how many 

people have a Satphone?).  As the 2003 Field Day shirt says: 

“When all else fails. . .” 

Let’s have a big turn-out on the net on September 15. 

 

 

FUTURE MEETINGS 
 

September 10    
 

James, K5FD, has been working on a project for some time to 

install a homebrew wind generator at his home QTH.  This will 

not make him totally free of the grid, but it will be a big step in 

that direction.  While he has not finished the project, he has 

enough progress so that he can give us an overview and answer 

questions about how it will work.  

 

November 12 

 

In keeping with the theme of homebrewing equipment started by 

K5FD for the September meeting, we will have Homebrew 

Night.  If you have any homebrew project, completed or 

underway, you could bring it to this meeting.  If not yet 

completed or too big to bring, you could describe the project.  It 

doesn’t have to be a recent project, it could be one you 

completed some time ago. 

 

Examples of homebrew projects include Rob, KE5KNQ’s 

homebrew headphone amp / preamp that he built in a used 

Altoids tin.  Another one is N5DO’s attempt to build an 

automatic band switch to switch antennas and filters for his 

SO2R operation.  This last project is not yet completed, but 

having a deadline of November 12 gives a push to get it finished. 

 

If you have something you can bring or describe at this meeting, 

please send an email n5do@sbcglobal.net before October 1.  We 

will include the list of projects to be presented at the November 

meeting in the October newsletter.  Hopefully there will be one 

or more projects that will catch your interest.  Come to this 

meeting to learn what your fellow club members are working on. 

 

October 8 

 

Any ideas for a program for this meeting?  One you could do  

yourself or one you would be interested in hearing someone else 

present?  Pass on any and all ideas to Bob, W5RHN.  It doesn’t 

even have to directly relate to ham radio, but should be of 

interest to ham operators.  Thanks!  

 

 

 

REPEATER SYSTEM UPGRADE REPORT 
 

Bill, W5ATO, made a solo trip to Elephant Mountain on August 

31 to prepare the base for the tower at the new site of the hub for 

the BBARC repeater system.  The next step in completing this 

project is to install the tower itself.  We have tentatively set the 

weekend of  October 19 and 20 to do this work.  Please pencil it 

in on your calendar so we can get sufficient workers to 

accomplish this task. 

 

Remember that Elephant Mountain is a Wildlife Management 

Area acquired in 1985 for the purpose of conservation and 

development of desert bighorn and large game. Desert bighorn 

have been established on the area; we may get a chance to see 

some on this trip.   

 

 

TEXAS QSO PARTY 

 

The Texas QSO Party is coming this month – September 29 and 

30.  This is a good chance to get on the air and have people want 

to talk to you!  Check the web site for details: 

http://txqp.net/ 

 

 

mailto:n5do@sbcglobal.net
http://txqp.net/
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BIG BEND AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 
http://www.bigbendarc.com 

 
Meetings on the second Tuesday of each month at the West 
Texas National Bank Building in Alpine, 7:30 P.M. CST/CDT. 

 
ARRL Affiliated Club 
Amateur Radio Relay League 
225 Main Street 
Newington, CT, 06111-1494 
www.arrl.org 
 

 
MEMBERSHIP AND NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTION 

 

Annual membership is Jan. 1 to Dec. 31 each year. Dues are 
$36.00 per year for individual or individual & spouse. Membership 
allows you to participate in all club activities, vote at the monthly 
meetings, and includes a subscription to the club newsletter. 
 
Newsletters are available by e-mail for members, subscribers, 
and interested recipients. Send your e-mail address to 
n5do@sbcglobal.net to be put on the list. 
 

ABOUT THE BBARC 
 

Founded December 17, 1974 
 
ARRL affiliate since 1986 
 
The BBARC is a 501(C)3 organization.  Contributions are tax 
deductible. 
 

Big Bend Emergency Net, 3.922 MHz 

Founded September 18, 1977 
Meets every Sunday morning at 8:30 A.M. CST/CDT 
Controlled net format. Welcomes new participants and visitors. 
Established by Bob Ward, WA5ROE 
Net Manager, Bob Ward, WA5ROE, wa5roe@juno.com 
 

Big Bend 2-meter Net 

Founded July 9, 2008 
Meets every Wednesday evening at 8:00 P.M. CST/CDT 
Controlled net format. Welcomes new participants and visitors. 
Established by Bob Ayer, KA1AAJ (SK) 
Net Manager, Chuck Dobbins, KA5PVB, ka5pvb@yahoo.com  
 

 
 

 
BBARC REPEATER SYSTEM 

 
 All standard offsets. All repeaters require 146.2 Hz 
PL tone encoded on your transmit signal. All repeaters are 
linked. 
 

147.020+ Elephant Mt. south of Alpine. System hub 
146.620-  Ft. Davis located at McDonald Observatory 
146.720-  Alpine, Twin Sisters Peaks 
146.820-  Terlingua 
146.920-  Glass Mountains, Alpine / Ft. Stockton 
145.230-  Shafter, Cibolo Creek 
 

 
 

BBARC CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 
 

September 10, 2013, Tuesday, 7:30 P.M. 

BBARC MEETING, West Texas National Bank Building 
Program “A Homebrew Wind Generator System” 

Presented by James Cook, K5FD 
 

October 8, 2013, Tuesday, 7:30 P.M. 

BBARC MEETING, West Texas National Bank Building 
Program “TBA” 

 
October 12-13, 2013, Saturday and Sunday 

“No Country for Old Men” Bicycle Race 
383 mile route plus shorter 200 mile route 

Both routes start, finish in Alpine 
Details forthcoming 

 
November 12, 2013, Tuesday, 7:30 P.M. 

BBARC MEETING, West Texas National Bank Building 
Program “Homebrew NIght” 

 
December 10, 2013, Tuesday, 7:30 P.M. 

BBARC MEETING, West Texas National Bank Building 
Program “Election of Officers and Silent Auction” 

 
December 11, 2012, Wednesday, 5 – 7:00 P.M. 

SANTA NET.  Morrison True Value Hardware parking lot. 
(Tentative) 
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